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OUR SCHEIN FAMILY  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SARAH SCHEIN WITH THREE OF HER CHILDREN ABOUT 1898  
 
 Sitting:      Sarah Etta bas Zelig Bloch  and Sholom Jossel Schein  
  
 Standing:  Yechiel Mendel Schein (Rose Schein Binmanôs father)  
  Tzvia Lea Schein Binman (Harry Binmanôs mother)  
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CHILDREN OF NAPHTALI HERZ SCHEIN  
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NAPHTALI HERZ SCHEIN AND LENA BINMAN  
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NAPHTALI HERZ SCHEIN  

SHOLOM JOSSEL, HARRY FEINE , AND MOSHE LEIB  
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NAPHTALI HERZ SCHEIN AND YECHIEL MENDEL  
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ROSE BINMANôS MOTHER AND HER SIBLINGS  
 
 

 
 

Ljuba and Menashe Schein (youngest son of Rosa and Yechiel Mendel) are the parents of  
Harry Schein living in Tel Aviv, Israel in 2011. Sascha is nickname for Alexander. 
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Polja Schein (Rapoport) and her husband Leibi and their son each have Yad Vashem Pages of Testimony on pages 161 - 163. 
 

Source for the preceding photographs is the Estonian Jewish Museum website: http://eja.pri.ee . 

 
 

MARRIAGE ROSE SCHEIN BINMANôS PARENTS  
 
 
Performed by:  Rabbiôs Assistant [sic] 
Date of Marriage:  Old Russian calendar date on Thursday July 29, 1899 in Riga, Latvia (August 10, 1899) 
Hebrew Date: 4th of Elul 5659 
Acts and the witnesses:  ñRecorded according to Written Law of Mosesò 
Witnesses:  Shapiro and Rubinstein 
Groom: Single, age 24, meshanin from Trishki, Yechiel Mendel (son of Naftali Herz) Schein 
Bride:  Single, age 21 meshanin from Riga Rosa (virgin, daughter of David) Kantor  
 

 
 
From Latvian State Archives in Riga - 1899 marriages page 54, record 136. 

 

SHOLOM JOSSEL SCHEINôS FAMILY  

http://eja.pri.ee/
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DEATH  ROSE BINMANôS GRANDFATHER NAFTALI HERZ SCHEIN  
 

 
Date of Death: Old Russian calendar date February 19, 1896 (March 2, 1896) 
Hebrew date:  17 of Adar 5656 
Age:  55 years 
Cause of death:  Inflammation of the intestines  
Place of death:  Pärnu 
Social Class: Meshanin from Trishki (See page 5.) 
 
 

 
 

From Latvian State Archives in Riga - 1896 deaths page 23, record 62. 
 
 

 
 

NAFTALI HERZ SCHEIN GRAVE IN PÄRNU  
 

 
The gravestone for Naftali Herz Schein in Parnu looks very impressive. Perhaps he was the most admired 19th century 
ancestor? There are many descendents of Naphtali Herz Schein whose secular and/or Hebrew names have some form of, or 
part, of his name. There is also some evidence in records and anecdotes that some even use a variant at different times or 
places - a Naftali Herz came in the 1960s to United States to attend his wife Nanny's sister's funeral (Rose Binman) in St. Paul. 
He also gave a legal deposition and used the name Hertsel Shein. His gravestone (see page 132) in Tallinn used Naftali Gerts 
(Hebrew, Russian variant of Herz) and Harri [sic].  
 
The name Herz is a kinui (Yiddish equivalent) for Naphtali (Hebrew). It is Yiddish for Stag, chosen to connect with the 
emblem for the Tribe of Naphtali. Kinui is a legal term. The Rabbis defined two categories of linkage between Hebrew and non-
Hebrew names - haMechune (alias), and demitkari  (ñwho was called"). Since this might lead to confusion in specifying exactly 
who someone was - in written contracts, names must be written as haMechune or demitkari.  
 
Other variants in addition to  Herz used by Scheins include: Hirsch, Herz, Hertz, He rtsel, Hersh, Harri,  Harry ; Russian variants 
- Gerz, Gertsel, Gerts, Gersh / Girsh (There Is No H in the Russian Alphabet.)  
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TALLINN JEWISH CEMETERY  
 

 

 

Yechiel Mendel (ben Naftali Herz) Schein died July 13, 1929, the 5th day of Tammuz 5689. His wife Rosa (Raiza bas Dovid 
Kantor) Schein died February 27, 1948, the 17th day of Adar Rishon 5708.  
 

 
 
Nanny Schein was Rose Binmanôs sister. Her husband Harri her cousin. 
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SCHEINS  WHO STUDIED AT TARTU UNIVERSITY  
 

 
Tartu, the second largest city of Estonia, is 100 miles southeast of Tallinn in the center of Estonia. Home to Estonia's oldest 
and most renowned University, Tartu is considered the countryôs intellectual and cultural hub. Tartu University was founded 
in 1632. 
 
The first Jewish student graduated in 1854. Jewish students were first attracted to the Medical Faculty. It was difficult to find 
work in Russia for Jews with degrees from any other specialty. Tartu was not far from major Jewish centers  outside Estonia. 
These Jewish students also spoke German, which was the language of instruction. After Estonia gained independence, Tartu 
University carried out all instruction in the Estonian language. In  1944 the Soviet Union reorganized the University along 
Soviet lines, while preserving Estonian as the language of instruction. The flow of students from Jewish centers outside Estonia 
has stopped. Today all the Jewish students are Estonian.  
 
Jewish students were not members of gentile student organizations. So they founded their own society - the Academic Society 
of Jewish Culture and Literature. Rector Eduard von Val approved their  bylaws of December 9, 1883. October 12, 1922, Jewish 
students decided to organize a new fraternity following all the traditions of German student fraternities, their customs and 
symbols. Their fraternity was called Limuvia . February 10, 1923, Zionist students founded another student fraternity called 
Hasmonea. Hasmonea was aligned with the program of the Zionist -Revisionists. This fraternity existed 1923-1940. The Jewish 
womenôsô student sorority Hatsfira  was founded January 30, 1924.  

 

SURNAME  NAME  FRATERNITY  MAJOR  

SCHEIN ESTHER 
 

MEDICINE  
SCHEIN ISRAEL 

 
BUSINESS 

SCHEIN PEISCHI (PESACH) 
 

LAW 
SCHEIN HERTSEL (HARRY) 

 
BUSINESS, LAW 

SCHEIN SCHEINE LEA 
 

BUSINESS 

SCHEIN FRIDA  
 

MEDICINE  

SCHEIN SHLOMO (ALEXANDER/SASHA)  
 

BUSINESS 
SCHEIN MENASHE HASMONEA LAW 

BINMANN  HERZ MOSHE (HARRI )  LIMUVIA  LAW 
BINMANN  ELLA 

 
MEDICINE  

 
From 1994 directory (Album Academicum Universitatis Tartuensis)  
 of Students attending Tartu University during the years 1918 -1944. 
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HARRY FEINE (HIRSCH SCHEIN)  

 
Harry Feine was Harry Binmanôs uncle. See the Schein family tree on pages 125 - 126. I do not know why he changed his name 
from Schein to Feine. Harry Binman lived for a time both in Minneapolis, Minnesota and in New Hampton, Iowa. New 
Hampton, Iowa was the home of his uncle Harry aunt Bessie Feine. New Hampton is about 175 miles directly south of 
Minneapolis.  

 
Tzvia Lea Schein Binman's brother Harry Feine (Hirsch Schein on ship list), age 20 and unmarried, left Hamburg Germany 
July 14, 1891 on the SS Gellert arriving in New York City on July 27, 1891. His occupation was butcher. He was from Pernau. 
He may have been born there as well. His destination was Little Rock. As far as I know he never did get to Arkansas. Instead, 
Harry and Bessie Feine came to New Hampton, Iowa in 1901. Various records suggest that Harry and Bessie were married 
sometime during 1900 in Philadelphia. I have not searched for their marriage certificate. Harryôs passport application stated 
he had lived about 10 years in Pennsylvania before coming to Iowa.  
 
When Harry Feine came to the United States in 1891 from Pärnu at age 20, he was accompanied by a Moses Binman age 30 
also from Pärnu. 
 

 

 
MOSES B IENEMANN  &  HIRSCH SCHEIN ARRIVE TOGETHER ON SS GELLERT  

 

Moses Bienemann (Moses Bienemann) and Hirsch Schein (Harry Feine) were brothers-in-law. Moses was married to Harry 
Binmanôs mother Lena Schein. The above ship list extract clearly says that they were butchers. Several of the Harry Binmanôs 
siblingôs birth records on the Estonian Jewish Museum Archives website state that Harry Binmanôs father Moshe Binman was 
a butcher , the occupation written on the ship passenger list entry above. 
 
Why did  they want to go to the U nited Sta tes Midwest ? Why did only Feine eventually settle in the Midwest, 
but Moses Binman returned to Estonia? We'll probably never know.  It is particularly interesting St. Paul was 
the stated destination for Harry Binmanôs father. 
 
Feine said he was going to Little Rock, Arkansas and Binman said he was going to St. Paul, Minnesota!! There is no record of a 
Moses Binman in the 1900 US Census. Perhaps he just accompanied his brother-in-law during a break between having 
children (Moses and Tzvia Lea had 11 together) and returned quickly to Pärnu. I wonder what happened. Binman may have 
come and turned back. Feine went on to Philadelphia, married there, and settled and died in Iowa. In 1908 when he came to 
the United States, Harry Binman went from Pärnu directly to St . Paul. He also lived in Iowa with his uncle in Iowa off and on 
until he married Rose Schein in 1922 in Reval. He was drafted into the United States Army in WW1 in Iowa. 
 
Harry Feine was born February 25, 1872 in Estonia. (His gravestone gives his birth date as January 17, 1871.) Harry Feine was 
naturalized October 19, 1903 in Decorah, Winneshiek County, Iowa. See pages 142 - 143. His wife Bessie Feine was born 
November 4, 1881 in Germany. Her family arrived in Philadelphia August 25, 1890 from Liverpool on the SS British Princess. 
She was the daughter of Israel Raphaelson and Emma Gottlieb. Bessie was naturalized in Philadelphia with her father in 1893.  
 

Estonian%20Jewish%20Museum%20Archives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decorah,_Iowa
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Philadelphia City Directories show that for the first time in 1894 there is a n Israel 
Raphaelson in the shoe business living at 2050 Rush Street. In 1896 Harry Fine [sic], 
a laborer appears for the first time. He is living at 1403 Dover Street. In 1897 Israel 
Raphaelson is still the shoes business, but now living at 4328 Foulkrod Street. In 1897 
Harry Fine is a presser living at 913 Faulkner Street. In 1900 Harry Fine is a printer 
living at 207 North 13th Street. Israel Raphaelson is still the shoes business, but now 
living at 1508 South 8th Street. In the 1900 United States Federal Census (dated June 
5, 1900), the Raphaelson family was living at 6 Abbotts Court, Philadelphia. This 
street no longer exists in 2011. Israel is listed as Isaac and his occupation was 
shoemaker. His daughter Sarah was a cigar maker. In the 1910 United States Federal 
Census Israelôs occupation was junkman. In the 1910 United States Federal Census 
Harry and Bessie Feine are already living in New Hampton. His occupation was 
junkman. Israel Raphalson was naturalized in 1893 or 1897.  
 
The 1920 and 1930 United States Federal Censuses state Harry Feineôs occupation 
was junk dealer. No children are listed in the 1920 United States Federal Census. 
However, according to the 1925 Iowa State Census and the 1930 United States Federal 
Census, there were three young Meyer children (Meriam age 7, Isidore age 5 and Ruth 
age 3) living with the Feines at that time. Their father was born in Estonia. Perhaps 
the Feines made their home available to young immigrantsô relatives from Estonia or 
were acting as foster parents. I donôt believe they had any children of their own. 
 
According to the 1920 United States Federal Census the Feines were living in New 
Hampton next to the Jewish David Schatz family. David and Harry were both junk 
dealers. In 1930, the Feines were living at 243 West Jefferson Street in New Hampton. 
 
Harry Feine died November 4, 1936 intestate (with no will). One year later his estate 
was probated. His entire estate went to his widow. Also one-year later Bessie wrote 
her own will. Harry Binman as the executor of Bessieôs will. According to Basie Feineôs 
will the couple owned their own home, a two-family tenement, a blacksmith shop and 
several un-improved lots in New Hampton.  Bessie Feine died January 9, 1939. Both 
Harry and Bessie are buried in New Hampton, Iowa. 
 
In addition to gift a $125 gift to the Jewish Home for the Aged, Bessie gave $100 to 
the Adas Israel Synagogue in St. Paul. The Jewish Home for the Aged was established 
in St. Paul in 1908 as a care facility for the elderly poor. It provided room and care for 
indigent Jewish elders throughout Minnesota. Bessie also made several gifts of $100 
to nieces and nephew. Ruth Meyer, age 17 and still living in New Hampton , was also 
listed as a beneficiary ($100). The major portion of Bessie Feineôs estate of about 
$7,500 went to her brother Charles Raphaelson living in Norristown, Pennsylvania. 
The 1920 United States Federal Census states Charlesô occupation was junk dealer. 

 
Harry and Bessie Feine are buried in the Children of Israel Cemetery New Hampton, 
Iowa.  
 
 
               NORTH    
 
 
 
 
                     NORTH    
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